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personal statement

As a member of the Modern-Orthodox Jewish community,
community has always been an important cultural value
and factor in my upbringing.

That is what public parks should do at their best: revolve
around the community and its cultures. It should bring
people together and create spaces to bridge connections.

| feel that storytelling is an inherent part of bringing
people together in both fields, for when people feel heard,
they feel they can listen too.

Bringing people together is the design intent of this
Capstone project, by embracing both what makes us
different and what we share in common.
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project statement & justification
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- Patricia Leigh Brown, “A Park Offers Nature, Not Just Hoops,”
The New York Times, 2000

- Randolph T. Hester, Design for Ecological Democracy, p. 78,
2006, referencing Herbert J. Gans, Urban Villagers: Group and
Class in the Life of Italian-Americans, 1982

- Shreya Kangovi, M.D., M.S.H.P., associate professor of
medicine at the Perelman School of Medicine at the University
of Pennsylvania, April 10, 2020 virtual seminar

By recognizing the historic Boyle Heights communities,
issues of equity & diversity are addressed in a culturally-
rich community park design that connects past to present.

Why: Boyle Heights, like much of East LA, is park poor. The
community also suffers from poorly maintained open spaces and
high pollution rates due to its proximity to the East LA Interchange.
Due to its minority and low-income demographic, Boyle Heights has
historically been riddled with systemic racism and discrimination in
many forms, not least of which is access to public open space.

What: Although Boyle Heights is currently 93% Hispanic, that was
not always the case. It has an “impressive history of diversity” (1)
as one of the only communities that did not have restricted housing
covenants that discriminated against people of color. There is an
opportunity - and a need - to create a culturally and historically
reflective and resilient open space within the community.

Where: Along “Angel’s Walk Boyle Heights” - a self-guided trail that
marks the neighborhood’s cultural and historic monuments - are a
series of vacant or underutilized lots, adjacent to the historic Breed
Street Shul and the National Hispanic Vietnam Veterans Memorial. A
park in this location would tap into the community’s existing diverse
narrative and signify the merging of Boyle Heights’s past and present.

How: Therefore, a Boyle Heights community park is proposed that:

. - [namely]

- acccesibility,

- inclusion, and

- equal distribution of resources and amenities,” (2)
* celebrates and connects the multicultural
communities of Boyle Heights’s past and present, and
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location: 2300 - 2330 East Cesar E Chavez Ave.
owner: Commercial landlords leasing to retail stores
zoning: Regional center commercial

location:

owner:

_~ NO O WN -

2

. 228 - 230 N Soto St.

. 234 - 236 N Soto St.

. 242 N Soto St.

. 323 N Matthews St.

. 2432 East Cesar E Chavez Ave.

. 2420 East Cesar E Chavez Ave.

. 2400 - 2416 East Cesar E Chavez Ave.
. Currently for sale, owned by Saini

Kulwinder, Saini Hazur
- 6. LACMTA, vacant

michigan ave

zoning:

location:

owner:

zoning:

historical/cultural sites

Hispanic American
historical/cultural sites

educational facilities
site lots
site limit of work

existing buildings on site

@ N.T.S.

7. King taco restaurant

1 - 3. Low Medium Il Residential (R4)
4 - 6. Community commercial

7. Regional center commercial

1. 334 - 344 N Matthews St.

2. 2500 - 2536 East Cesar E Chavez Ave.

3. 335 - 349 N Fickett St.

1. Commercial landlords leasing to retail stores
2 - 3. LACMTA (LA County, MTA), vacant

1. Medium Residential (R3)

2. Community commercial

3. Low Medium Il Residential (R4)



site photos & sketches

When visiting the proposed site, one of my first impressions

of the community was that of a hostile interaction with a
community member. | had taken a photo of the house adjacent
to the Breed Street Shul because it had an interesting cultural
symbol at its pediment. The owner of the house promptly came
outside and hounded me in Spanish as to why | was taking a
photo of her house. It then became even more clear that the
community members of Boyle Heights are wary of outsiders,
and rightly so. History has proven time and again that they are
not on their side.

The proposed site is on the Angel’s Walk Boyle Heights, a
cultural and historic walk through the neighborhood, with
important sites such as Mariachi Plaza along the way. Cultural
murals are visible throughout the neighborhood, and other
artistic representations of the community’s history are even
found on planters on Cesar Chavez Blvd., where a mosaic
shows a picture of an origami figure and another picture of the
Breed Street Shul.

The National Hispanic Veteran’s Memorial Building seems

to also serve as a veteran’s services building, although the
entrance was uninviting (perhaps due to COVID-19). The
Breed Street Shul is also unwelcoming, being closed for
renovations. It is my hope, however, that a series of public
open spaces throughout the proposed site will reinvigorate life
into these important community and cultural sites.

Street vendors sell goods along the sidewalk against the
fences of the vacant lots, and this clearly represents a desire
for the community to have an informal market of some kind,
which informed my program element choices for the proposed
project space. Nearby, gentrification is visible; a few trendy
cafes seem to be poking through the cracks of the community,
just across from the vacant lots of the proposed site.

Breed Street Shul/Synagogue and
adjacent home

An early learning center is located on
Breed Street near the synagogue

A tree planter on Cesar Chavez Blvd
shows a “cultural mosaic”

National Hispanic Vietnam Veteran’s
Memorial and veteran’s services

The proposed site is on “Angel’s Walk
Boyle Heights”

Neighborhood murals are everywhere



A view of the vacant lots (a large portion Street vendors selling goods along the
of the proposed site) edges of the vacant lots

A mural capturing the project essence in a nutshell: “Culture is Power”



boyle heights: history

“Boyle Heights initially developed as one of Los Angeles’ first
residential suburbs. The arrival of the railroads in the 1880s brought
industrial development to the area just west of the Los Angeles River
in downtown. Immigrants and residents employed in this industrial
sector settled on the “mesa” on the east-side of the Los Angeles
River in what today is the inner-city community of Boyle Heights. The
community served as the initial point of settlement for many European
immigrants.

Los Angeles’ expansion westward in the 1930s and 1940s was
accompanied by demographic shifts in the composition of Boyle
Heights. With the industrial development of Los Angeles, Mexican
labor was recruited and eventually succeeded the European
immigrants of Boyle Heights. By the 1920’s, the land in Boyle Heights
had been almost totally subdivided and some of Los Angeles’ first
public institutions and public buildings were built at this time, along
with many private schools, sanitariums, religious facilities and other
institutions. Consequently, much of the community’s infrastructure
and housing stock is very old. During this same period, the physical
environment of Boyle Heights evolved as the industries located on
the west side of the Los Angeles River expanded into the northern,
western and southern edges of the Boyle Heights Community.

During the 1950s, four public housing projects were constructed

in Boyle Heights, two of which were subsequently enlarged.
Subsequently, (and probably the most significant factor to alter the
environment) the construction of four major freeways took place. Two
freeways were built in the 1940’s and two more in the early 1960’s.
As a result, Boyle Heights was segmented into four smaller areas
and one large area. This segmentation has resulted in inadequate
services to some of the neighborhoods in Boyle Heights. The
community of Boyle Heights is currently the target for several projects
and studies that will ultimately have a significant impact on the land-
use patterns and economic activity of the community.” (1)

(2)

Drawing of a large sycamore tree called

El Aliso, that stood at the center of the

Yaanga Tongva village

1847

Tongva Pueblito site was
razed to the ground under
American occupation, and
the villagers displaced

1813 - 1847

Tongva refugees from
the village of Yaanga
settle in the area after
having been forcibly
(o) relocated several times

3)

Andrew Boyle

1858

Andrew Boyle purchased
the 22 acres of land for
$4,000 and established
his home on this land
(henceforth known as
Boyle Heights) (4)



A Jewish cafe named Fleishman’s Cafe,
Brooklyn Ave. at Soto, 1920s

1910s

Boyle Heights was one of the only
communities that did not have
restricted housing covenants that
discriminated against Japanese,
Black, Jewish, Latino, Eastern
European (6) communities of color;
becomes LA’s largest residential
communities of Japanese immigrants
and Americans outside of Little Tokyo

Opening day of the Japanese Hospital in Boyle
Heights, 1929

1920s and 1930s

Boyle Heights churches, temples, hospitals,
and schools built for the Japanese
American community

Roosevelt High School in the 1940s

1940s

Forced Japanese American
internment and incarceration meant
mass removal of the Japanese
American community from Boyle
Heights; for a figure, 1/3 of Roosevelt
High School’s population suddenly
disappeared (9)



boyle heights: history

(3) (6)

Edward Roybal being sworn in as an LA Brooklyn Theatre in Boyle Heights Construction of the East LA Freeway Interchange
City Council member, 1949

1949 1950s - 1960s 1961
Voters of various ethnic stripes Post-war “white flight” came out of East LA Freeway Interchange built, destroying
rallied in 1949 to elect a “redlining,” the banking practice of not many houses in Boyle Heights and displacing
Mexican American (Edward R. granting home loans in certain ZIP Codes, many in the community (7)
Roybal.) to integrate the all-white thus encouraging the Jewish population
Los Angeles City Council (2) of Boyle Heights to move to “less
dangerous” communities (4) (@)
O Political activism as part of the Chicano
Civil Rights Movement that include:
Walkouts of 1968, the Brown Berets,
United Farm Workers Union, and the

O !mmigrant Rights Movement (5)



(8) OtOday (10)

Systemic racism and
economic/social class
discrimination still
exists, here in the form
of COVID-19 cases per
community, as recorded
in Los Angeles County

Boyle Heights Boyle Heights

Mariachi Plaza in Boyle Heights, built in 1998
Census Response Rate vs. Covid-19 Cases by Community

2011

Census reveals 95% of the community
is Latino (9)

Total Cases vs. Total Rate & Change Curve



the site: particular history

(1) (2)

Hadda Brooks, here aged 15 in 1931, lived
in Boyle Heights and was a prominent black
pianist, who frequented Canter’s Deli (across
from Site 1) with her Jewish and Hispanic
friends

Much of the site’s history is erased;

the Brooklyn Theater no longer stands.
Historic satellite images from Google Earth
show that the property was demolished
somewhere between 1994 and 2003.
Other historic buildings were also
destroyed, as the majority of properties

on Sites 2 and 3, now owned by LACMTA,
were razed to the ground and paved over
with concrete.

Brooklyn Theater, the corner of Cesar Chavez (formerly Brooklyn Ave.) & Fickett St. (site lot 3) in 1926
after a mysterious bombing



demographics

findings

2017 city of los angeles survey

(2)

compared to LA
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concentration areas near the site

white hispanic

(1) (1)
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black asian

(1) (1)
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park need

Boyle Heights

(1)



53 PARK ACRES 85 937 0 PARK ACRES
: ’ .0 PER1,000

within study area
POPULATION

7 50/0 WITHIN 1/2 MILE

The county average is 49% of the population living
within 1/2 mile of a park

)

Boyle Heights
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redevelopment in the works

chavez/soto (site lot 2)

77 apartments

8,000 square feet of ground floor retail

Joint Development Agreement (JDA), which was approved
by the Metro Board in late November 2017

Once the design has been
finalized and project financing is in place, Metro and
Abode will enter into the construction and operation of the
project
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chavez/fickett (site lot 3)

60 apartments

25,000 square foot grocery store
6,500 square foot open space

On June 25, 2020, the Metro Board authorized extending
the term of an Exclusive Negotiation Agreement (ENA)
with developmer Abode Communities

Community
outreach regarding the project’s scope and design will
commence in the Summer of 2020

(1)

Conceptual Site Plan and Renderings

(1)
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design methodology & goals




design methodology

sacredness

placemaking cultural diversity

Representation in historical national

parks
connections providing
access
recurring center (focal
point) Flexibility
safe territories

Reflect difference
reflect values
Accessibility
Communicating cultural meaning
symbolically
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(4)

» Salad bowl vs. melting pot approach to
design
* Not just places to co-exist, but to gather
and share the experience of their presence
in the place
» Good urban design is also sustainable,
which itself comprises the concepts of
equability and inclusiveness
» Take into account different patterns of use
and landscape appreciations amongst the
ethnic groups
. as cultural
objects

that can accommodate as many
cultures and communities as possible
» Community gardens and markets are
often multicultural

(5)

* Principle 1: Equitable Use
Principle 2:
Principle 3: Simple and Intuitive Use
Principle 6: Low Physical Effort
Principle 7: Size and Space for Approach and
Use
» Create clear environmental way finding
features
» Creating equitable and inclusive play
areas:
- free play and developmental
opportunities
- social interaction across all ability
levels
- for
each item in the design (ex: bench)
- a portion of these should be
universally accessible

(6)

*Plan for movement of gay space (think of
larger urban plan)
+ Commemorate gay spaces
* Need queer
* Plan for LGBTQ communities even when
economics are not at stake
» Plan for intersectionality of identities
(living within multiple categories of
identities)
* Provide municipal recognition and
possible financial support for LGBTQ
community centers, which diverse
groups of people to each other
» Public spaces with outdoor seating,
gathering spaces, easy transit

, and smaller alleyways for
more intimate encounters



supportive literature goals: research

focal points “Boyle Heights community plan”

summer 2020 draft

« Community centers are mixed-use,
pedestrian-friendly
- Local businesses and
neighborhood serving uses on
the ground floor; housing and
offices on the upper floors

» Parking supports walkable streets
and of public transit
subcultures

» Historic character should be
preserved

« Art enriches and reflects the cultural,
historic, and social context of the
community

« Commercial places have a strong
cultural identity

* Residents access, grow, and eat
healthy food provided locally

» LID development (low-impact
development)

» Parks and green spaces for scenic
natural settings for recreation,
relaxation, and social gathering

» Plazas are used as places for
socializing and gathering

@ @N.T.S. @
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project goals & objectives

1. address equity 2. reflect cultural
richness
« Economic and environmental sustainability » Social interaction between ethnic groups
» Educate visitors about the history and
» Outdoor learning and engagement with » Flexible spaces for gathering and events diversity
nature
- Tie into Angel's Walk Boyle Heights » Connect to nearby important sites and
» Wildlife habitat alleyways
 Passive and active recreation space  Local art that is reflective of the history and
cultures

» Educational programming
» Tie into Angel’'s Walk Boyle Heights

» Safety

* Mixed-use building with residential and
retail space outdoor learning

safe streets

flexible SCNOOIS |

_boyle heights
access diversity
equityculture

pa.ssive and active recfreat.ion SOClaI |nte ra Cthﬂ

mixed-use building identit

environmental sustainability iaentl y
economic sustainability gathering



program elements

1. address equity

2. reflect cultural

mixed-use building (1 acre)

- multi-story

- retail & residential

- transportation hub: drop off zones, bike
racks, sidewalk expansions

community center (0.5 acres)
- children’s daycare
- vocational classes
- restrooms
- low-income resources (e.g. food bank)
- cafes
playground (0.5 acres)
- rock wall, “beach”
- restrooms
- interactive historic elements
- interactive splash pad fountain

picnic area (0.5 acres)
- barbecues, picnic benches, restrooms

recreation area (1.75 acres)
- active recreation:
- tennis, exercise, dog park
- passive recreation
- open lawn
- flexible gathering space

outdoor classrooms (0.5 acres)
- learning in pods w/ wildlife habitat
- restrooms

(2)

richness

plazas (1.5 acres)

- large central plaza:
- venue space
- street vendors
- farmer’s market
- food trucks
- central sculpture/fountain

sculpture garden (0.75 acres)

- local art installations
- intimate spaces with seating

- venue space for events
- historical information on Boyle Heights

- storytelling corridor

- interactive (precedents: Ookwe

Park, Vietnam Memorial DC, Rome
cobblestones, Belmar Park)

- audio & visual components

- “green”

- intertwining pathways

- framed views of historical/cultural sites

amphitheater (0.5 acres)

- venue for cultural events
- people watching

(6)



site users

1 3 5
) ©) ol stakeholders

+ City of Los Angeles

» City Council District 14

+ LA Department of Recreation and Parks

* LA Police Department

* LA Fire Department

* LA Cultural Affairs Department

« LA City Planning

» Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council
(BHNC)

* LA County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (LACMTA)

conclusion:

(2)

site efficacy

The 3 proposed site parcels are therefore
the best location for a park that will:

* address “fairness in city design” (7)
* celebrate and connect the
multicultural communities of Boyle
Heights’s past and present, and

* acknowledge the neighborhood’s
rich, yet broken history.

1.1t is located within the highest
concentration zone of park need, and
most of site lots 2 & 3 are vacant.

2. The parcels are near the highest
concentration zones of all four of the
top historic ethnicities, making it ideal
for reflecting the neighborhood’s culturally-
rich history.

3. The proposed site is near Angel’s
Walk Boyle Heights, a historic walk
within Boyle Heights, and along
historic Cesar Chavez Blvd.
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site analysis




historic preservation monuments
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re-telling & re-claiming cultural history
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The selected site is not listed as a National
Historic Landmark according to the National
Archives Catalog. However, it is located near
a few historic places according to the Los
Angeles Conservancy:

1. Boyle Heights City Hall
2. Boyle Hotel
3. Nishiyama Residence/Otomisan
Japanese Restaurant
@ 4. Former Canter’s Delicatessen
5. International Institute of Los Angeles
6. Tenrikyo Church
@ 7. La Casa del Mariachi
8. Japanese Hospital
@ 9. Max Factor House
@ 10. Keiro Retirement Home
11. Roosevelt High School
@ 12. Redz (former) - one of the few
Lesbian bars to cater to Latinas, 1950s
® 13. El Mercado
@ 14. Breed Street Shul
@ 15. Brown Beret Headquarters
@ 16. La Casa del Musico
@ 17. Pan American Bank
18. Hollenbeck Terrace

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)



field notes summary
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opportunities

"possible connections to @possible connections to
historical/cultural sites educational facilities
malabar st
boulder st
folsom st

cincinnati st
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opportunities

N . : : :
V views to art murals & historical/cultural sites
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george’s “culture cultural breed cultural hispanic cultural historic
burger is power” mural street mural vietnam mural masonic
stand mural shul memorial lodge
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constraints

cesar chavez ave -

o place dense
tree canopies
for pollution
mitigation;
water
fountains
as noise
mitigation
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Wgentrification concerns ® “residential” zones
within the site

from residential area

poom of s = o o o o .lcesarchavezave
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solutions
Noise & air pollution:
Shade:
Blocked views:
Street crossings:

Gentrification:

“Residential” zones:
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yanaguana garden, san antonio, tx

location:
designer:

year:

size:

precedent value:

lessons learned:

(1)
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belmar park, santa monica, ca

location: 2)
designer:

year:
size:
precedent value:

lessons learned:

(2)
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san pedro creek culture park, san antonio, tx

location:
designer:

year:

size:

precedent value:

lessons learned:
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san jacinto plaza, el paso, tx

(1)

(1) (1)
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desigh development




design metaphor

interlocking hands
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conce pt 1 1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness 3. link past & present

transportation hub

underneath
I Il B . 0 Il B N .

cesar chavez avenue central entry plaza
EN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN 9 / -

(2) i .
historyg  museum - amphitheatir

storytelling , T
c:)rr ‘ “ N :

Vi HEEEN -L
‘:ilgrilc- entry pIazalmth ( A
Ies
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main ideas
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concept 1

@ View south: central “El Aliso” plaza, mixed-use
building, & sculpture garden

@ View west: intersection of “history storytelling corridor”

& “framed views”

1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness

@ View south: re-purposing existing buildings as museum & community center

transportation hub @ cesar chavez avenue central entry plaza
underneath
f B LGN sculpture mixed-uss 1
histo museum  community retail + o retail + . hitheat
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storytelling «> center reS|den e5|dent|al
corrid + cafes 1
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“El Aliso” tree at the center of the plaza

Amphitheater: lawn & concrete edging

Arbors along history storytelling corridor

1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness

(1)

(2)

@@ Section looking west: edge
promenade plaza & amphitheater

[N

@ 0’ 4’ 8’ 16’
___

transportation hub

cesar chavez avenue 2(:
= e Y

. - mixed-use &’ sculpture 2 1
histol museum  community retail + d retail + amphitfeater
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conce pt 2 1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness 3. link past & present

history

_ storytelling
transportation hub cesar chavez avenue corrido

I museum
| :

Story en'ry plaz

locBl art e ' ')
1 amphitheate P
|

\

breed street
fickett street

soto street]
mathews sfree

main ideas

0 75 150’ 300’

rivkah spolin | ucla capstone project | page 54



1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness

Plaza reflecting pools & gathering space

Mixed-use buildings: interlocking forms @ View west: plaza entrance with flags & history plaques
N history
. storytelling
transportation hub cesar chavez avenue corridor
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History plaques along the history storytelling corridor @ N TS



conce pt 2 1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness

Immersive playground

(2)

Interactive/immersive play

0’ 4’ 8’ 16
Picnic & passive recreation areas @@ Section looking south: plaza & sculpture garden ___

[S history
. storytelling
transportation hub cesar chavez avenue corridor
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Pl ite 3 interlocks with Ipt d
aza on site 3 interlocks with sculpture garden @ NTS.



conce pt 3 1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness

history cesar chavez avenue history
storytelll_g storytelllng
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: : : L . [ Multicultural [ Hispanic American
* 4 edge plazas activate Cesar Chavez Avenue and reflect each historical minority culture that lived
in Boyle Heights Asian American [ African American

* Museum has adjacent outdoor space [l Jewish American

* Amphitheater is more central to the lots 0’ 75’ 150° 300’

- Site 3 buildings are saved and re-purposed, and the existing mural on it saved @ ey —



conce pt 3 1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness

Plaza planters; materials showing “zones”

@ View south: re-purposing some of the existing buildings as museum & cafes,
while removing some for an entry plaza

@

: . PR history cesar chavez avenue history
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mathews s

Interlocking cultural symbols in the details: shade structures in NTS
amphitheater & plazas .T.S.



1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness
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the final concept




cultural plazas

pocket
museum

cesar chavez avenue
ey B B I I B B | —-------

, /n
| amph playground
1
. recreation |
transportation hub i )
& parking underneath 0 residential - w——————— -
] + cafes a
I I BN .

recreation
Il B N .

soto street]
fickett street

breed street

mathews sfreet

The overall concept for the site is 4 main plazas, each one representing a different minority culture

that historically lived in Boyle Heights. These plazas interlock, as if the cultures they represent are

holding hands. Their placement was determined by their connections to historic sites. Underneath [ Multicultural [ Hispanic American
the park, the history of the indigenous Tongva people is revealed in the form of sidewalk patterning. Asian American [ African American
Each cultural plaza has a different manifestation of interlocking forms. “Hadda Brooks Plaza” aims B Jewish American

to reclaim the Black community’s lost history by basing its design on interlocking piano keys. Boyle

Heights-born Hadda Brooks was a prominent black pianist and singer in the ‘30s and ‘40s.
0’ 75’ 150° 300’

A local art sculpture garden is a multicultural space that is at the heart of the site. The museum and
community center are saved and re-purposed, more valuable due to the murals on them. [ ]



concept development

Jewish Hispanic African
American American American
cultural cultural cultural
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concept development

cultural plazas: individual “interlocking” forms

Jewish American plaza Hispanic American plaza Asian American plaza African American plaza

cultural plazas: inspiration

Jewish American plaza Hispanic American plaza Asian American plaza African American plaza
3)

(2) (4)
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process drawings

* History storytelling
corridor can be
intertwined with the
art walk

* Amphitheater and
sculpture garden
should be more
meaningful in their
adjacencies

» Wider pathways
should encircle
the central lawn
to allow for street
vendors and food
trucks

» Each cultural
plaza is made

up of a different
geometric shape,
and the playground
should incorporate
“all shapes” as a
reflection of it being
a multicultural
space

[ Multicultural

Asian American
) Jewish American
[ Hispanic American

. African American

cesar chavez avenue
|

I I BN BN BN BN BN B .
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1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness
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the master plan




site P lan 1.address equity 2. reflect cultural richness 3. link past & present

cesar chavez avenue
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jewish american plaza: “the triangle”

(1)

Raised planter
Reflecting pool
Lawn

Curb cuts for
stormwater

N OO g b

8 Floating
benches

9 Museum & cafes
(existing buildings
re-purposed)

The Jewish American
Plaza is designed
after interlocking
Jewish stars. A
pergola covers the
plaza, allowing it to
serve as a flex space
for the adjacent
museum. History
monuments, shown
in yellow, are placed
throughout the plaza
so that the visitor’s
circulation pattern
intertwines and
interweaves with
them.

breed street

cesar chavez avenue

—
w
N

breed strD

soto street
mathews street
fickett street

Z
—
w

cesar chavez avenue

) o —



framing existing murals Ex
legend

cesar chavez avenue

breed sfet

soto street

mathews street
fickett street

=
-
n

section A: jewish american

0’ 4’ 8’ 16’
e e e
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history monuments
(2)

3)

breed street

perspective 1: jewish american plaza

Pergola

Floating benches Raised reflecting pool

with history monument
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Breed St. Shul

History monument
(typ.)

C

]

soto street

cesar chavez avenue

mathews street

Existing mural

Floating benches

fickett street

~



hispanic american plaza: “the square”

3 Lawn

4 Storm water
planters

5 Improved street
parking

6 Entry plaza
7 History & art walk

The Hispanic
American Plaza
represents an
interlocking stepped
pyramid that is
centered around a
symbolic “El Aliso”,

a sycamore tree

that has historic
significance as the
center of LA. Stepped
seating with planting
cutouts allow visitors
to sit at various levels
and view the existing
mural across the
street. Street vendors
and food trucks line
the pathway to the
south, which leads
into the sculpture
garden.

soto street

]

(2)

breed street
soto stre

cesar chavez avenue

€z avenue

15°

mathews street

30’

fickett street

H
@

60’



framing existing murals D]
legend

1 4
5

cesar chavez avenue

2.
3

mathews street
fickett street

<
-
%

breed street
soto street

elevation B: hispanic american plaza
1
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interlocking past & present D]

(2) @ cesar chavez avenue
N4 . .
@ N.T.
Food trucks around History timeline arches  Proposed mixed-use
sculpture garden (beyond) building
o
o
[}
o o

o

[}
o
History timeline arches Lawn Stepped seating with New “El Aliso” Stepped seating with
planting cut-outs sycamore tree

planting cut-outs

The entrance from Cesar Chavez Avenue shows the modern-day “El Aliso” is at the center of the Hispanic American plaza, with stepped seating
areas surrounding it, leading visitors into the history & art walk - the yellow arches in the background.



interlocking past & present D]

(2) cesar chavez avenue

» <

s & H g

S ) £
@ N.T

Breed St. Shul Existing mural
(bldg. re-purposed as museum & cafes)
o
o
o o

History timeline arches Lawn Stepped seating with New “El Aliso” Stepped seating with

planting cut-outs sycamore tree planting cut-outs

Past and present are layered in the site, but specifically, in the Hispanic American plaza. The Breed Street Shul in the distance, history timeline
arches, and an existing mural are all juxtaposed with a modern-day “El Aliso,” representing how Boyle Heights'’s past is reflected in its present.



asian american plaza:

3 Lawn

4 Stepped seating
from Hispanic
American plaza

5 Food trucks &
street vendors
around sculpture
garden

6 Community center
& cafes (existing
buildings re-
purposed)

7 History & art walk

Just to the east of the
Hispanic American
plaza is the Asian
American Plaza. Its
design represents a
yin-yang circle, where
the “light” space of
the symbol is an open
lawn space, whereas
the “dark” space is

a densely planted
area. Negative

space circles are

the absence of

focal points and

serve as moments

for reflection and
meditation.

“the circle”

breed street

B cha

soto street
mathews
fickett street

@ N.T.S.
cesar chavez avenue
‘65
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e
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history & art walk

3 B
3 - 5 g
) ® « 7]
= o [ E]
i H H 2
.S F= o
e = =
19 ° g
s @ E

@w.

perspective 4: asian american plaza

Food trucks around History timeline arches
sculpture garden (beyond)

Dense planting area “Negative Space” seating Lawn Stepped seating with planting cut-outs
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]

cesar chavez avenue

O

mathews street
fickett street

—
—
w

breed street
soto street

section C: asian american plaza --> hispanic american plaza
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all cultures: sculpture garden X

cesar chavez avenue

@ N.T.S.
Local art sculptures/ History timeline arches Food trucks around Stepped seating with planting cut-outs
art installations sculpture garden (Hispanic American plaza)
o
o
o
o]
o
o
Sculpture garden Dense planting area “Negative Space” seating
central lawn (Asian American plaza) (Asian American plaza)

Just like the history & art walk, the sculpture garden is a multicultural space, representing all cultures. The sculpture garden features art from
local artists, and is surrounded by the history & art walk.



african american plaza: “the line” N

cesar chavez avenue

g
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creating new murals: reclaiming history
legend

1 4

cesar chavez avenue

2.
3

mathews street
fickett street

breed street
soto street

=
—
w

section D: african american plaza
1
3

0’ 4’ 8’ 16’
DT ) e —
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]

cesar chavez avenue

fickett stre@

mathews street

=
-
n

breed street
soto street

perspective 6: african american plaza

Amphitheater stage Community center & cafes
(beyond) (re-purposed bldg.)
Pe) [}
o
? o
Benches New mural celebrating African

Planting strips
American history in Boyle Heights
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all cultures: amphitheater & playground

4 Community center
& cafes (existing
buildings
re-purposed)

5 New parking lot
6 “Square” play area

7 “Triangle” shade
sail & play area
(beyond)

8 Zip “line”

9 Musical “line” water
feature & splash
pad

10 Alleyway entrance

Finally, the
amphitheater and
playground represent
all cultures. A 4:1
viewing-lawn slope
allows slides to come
off the other side of
the slope and lead
into the playground,
intertwining the
amphitheater and the
playground spaces
together.

(3)

10

breed street

]

cesar chavez avenue

soto street
mathews street
= fickett street

@N S.
A
9
7
6
8
0 15 30’ 60’

) e



amphitheater: a multicultural space D]

cesar chavez avenue

fickett street

breed street
soto street
mathews street

-

Initial design sketch

History timeline arches Asian American plaza Community center & cafes
(beyond) (beyond) (re-purposed bldg.)
o
o
o
Q o
[e]
Movable seating area Amphitheater stage Amphitheater viewing New parking lot
(& staging area for amphitheater) lawn

The awning over the amphitheater is probably the most obvious reference to interlocking hands. As a multicultural space that is meant to reclaim
the site’s and community’s lost history, it is no coincidence.



amphitheater: a multicultural space D]
legend

cesar chavez avenue

1 4

reet

2. 5
3 6

math

breed street
soto street
@ -
pzd
=i fickett street
wn

section E: stage & lawn --> playground

0’ 4’ 8’ 16’
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underlying tongva history

cesar chavez avenue

@ N.T.S
Basket patterns

Along Cesar Chavez, wood-stamped concrete Ground art installations along Cesar Chavez For Breed, Soto, Mathews, and Fickett Streets,
will give the sidewalk a unique feel and pay Ave. would display traditional Tongva basket- the sidewalk will take a more subtle approach:
homage to Tongva boat-making techniques weaving patterns and involve community efforts  leaf stamping using leaves from plants within

the Tongva’s food culture, such as salvias

By using paver patterns, art installations, and textures on the sidewalks along Cesar Chavez Avenue and the residential streets that lead into the

project site, the project will represent the historic underlying culture of Boyle Heights: that of the indigenous Tongva people. In this way, the Boyle
Heights community park can be inclusive of all peoples and truly layer Boyle Heights’s past in its present.



materials

3) (4)
Umbellularia californica | California Quercus agrifolia | Coast Live Oak
Bay Laurel California native
California native
(5)
Platanus racemosa | Sycamore Acer negundo | Box Elder Cercis occidentalis | Western Morella californica | California Wax
California native California native Redbud Myrtle
California native California native

The trees introduced to the site are all California natives, which is symbolic of one of the things the historic cultures of Boyle Heights have in
common: California. The chosen trees also provide wildlife habitat and seasonal interest. Shrubs and groundcover also serve as a unifying
element throughout the site, interlocking the historic and current cultures of Boyle Heights — and their respective plazas — with one another. On
the other hand, the hardscape materials create individual identities for program spaces within the site.



Arctostaphylos ‘Sunset’ /
Sunset Manzanita
California native

Artemisia californica ‘Montara’ /
Montara Sagebrush
California native

Malacothamnus densiflorus |
Bush Mallow
California native

Leymus condensatus ‘Canyon
Prince’ / Canyon Prince Wild Rye
California native

Ipe Floating Benches Hexagon Pavers Interlocking Pavers

Jewish & Asian American Jewish American Plaza

Plazas

Salvia clevelandii ‘Allen Chickering’ /
Allen Chickering Sage
California native

Muhlenbergia rigens | Deer Grass
California native

Striped / Striated
Hispanic & Asian American

Plaza, Sculpture garden African American Plaza

Agave attenuata | Fox Tail Agave

Wisteria sinensis | Chinese Wisteria

(19) (20)

Bonded Rubber Muich Decomposed Granite

Dog Parks









conclusion

1. address eqUIty cesar chavez avenue

Stormwater bioswales
Transportation hubs
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The project’s initial goals were: to address
equity, reflect cultural richness, and link
Boyle Heights’s past and present. Through
the design metaphor of interlocking hands,
the project successfully met these goals
and created spaces rich with history and
culture for a community that is in desperate
need of public open space.

By creating 4 main cultural plazas up
against Cesar Chavez Avenue, formerly
Brooklyn Avenue, the historic street is
activated and re-claimed as a culturally-
vibrant and reflective open space for Boyle
Heights. Framing existing murals and
creating new ones, celebrating local art in
the form of a multicultural sculpture garden,
and history timeline arches and walkway all
speak to and embrace the rich and diverse
history of Boyle Heights.

Underneath it all is the underlying fabric
of Los Angeles and the history that the
city carries with it. The Tongva people who
once occupied this area of Los Angeles
are commemorated through the sidewalk
patterns along Cesar Chavez Avenue, as
well as Breed, Soto, Mathews, and Fickett
Streets.

While landscape materials serve as a
unifying element throughout the site,
hardscape materials embrace the individual
identities of the cultures. By embracing both
what makes us different and what we share
in common, this Capstone project brings
communities of Boyle Heights’s past and
present together.

Thank you to my Capstone instructors Meg Coffee, Jim Pickel, Pamela Brief, and Eileen
Alduenda for their tireless mentorship and guidance. Their enthusiasm for each individual
project, encouragement, and belief in each of our abilities as designers kept pushing me to
do better.

Thank you to my past instructors within the UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture
Program, whose teaching and passion continues to inspire me.

Thank you to UCLA Extension Landscape Architecture Program Director Stephanie
Landregan for her vision and constant devotion to the students.

A special thank you also to my fellow student cohort; I've learned so much from you, and |
have appreciated your encouragement and friendship throughout this program.
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9. https://www.calfloranursery.com/plants/salvia-clevelandii-
allen-chickering

10. https://www.amazon.com/unbranded-Agave-Foxtail-
Attenuata/dp/B0O1D8N5SVG

1. https://www.laspilitas.com/nature-of-california/plants/1082--
artemisia-californicax-montara-montara

12. http://andyswebtools.com/cgi-bin/p/awtp-showpic-pa.
cgi?d=3561&s=96020

13. https://xeraplants.com/plants/muhlenbergia-rigens/
14. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisteria

15. https://landscapejuicenetwork.com/forum/topics/floating-
bench-construction

16. https://commercial.unilock.com/projects/parks/sutton-place-
park/?epik=djO0yJnU9Y 1k3Rk5uRXhMcjgwZHJGNG1BdlkyROxWaT
ITWUNjSTQmcDOWJmMm49RG5TNXZSZ1NhRzFKelkyTjV2c2dQdyZ0
PUFBQUFBROVtbFRJ

17. https://www.nitterhousemasonry.com/products/commercial-
paving-stones/

18. https://www.homedsgn.com/2012/05/10/hijauan-house-by-
twenty-nine-design/

19. https://www.rubberdesigns.com/products/bonded-rubber-
mulch

20. https://woofrepublic.com/blog/best-dog-parks-la
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