Encircled by mountains and tumbling into the Pacific, Los Angeles is a metropolis
of concrete and asphalt as layered as the history woven into its tectonic folds.
Tongva Park 1s a monument to the region’s resplendent spirit, and a symbol

of what could be.

Erected from a parking lot, eclipsing the freeway, this is a space that engages the
wanderer along sinuous paths, unfurls a garden to free the old and the young,

cradles those who rest among gentle hills and nurturing canopies,
and turns each of us towards one another in community and confluence.

Verdant edges along a dry riverbed elevate water to its deserving right: our precious
lifeblood, rushing to rejoin the sea. Atop a promontory, a few lone pines echo our
collective solitude. A netted wave engulfs us as we gaze out to the Pacific. Grasses
sway In a gentle ocean breeze, whispering the stories of those who lived off the land,
those who came to the land, and those who continue to weave the realities of our

metropolis each and every day.

A man plays the guitar for tourists passing by, singing an ode to California: a mythic
place perched precariously on the edge of the fecund continent we call home.
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