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“THE MADDEST OF ALL IS TO SEE LIFE AS IT IS 

AND NOT AS IT SHOULD BE”

- MIGUEL DE CERVANTES SAAVEDRA, DON QUIXOTE -



ABOUT
ME



I ’m Ca l .  I ’m an urban p lanner  and asp i r ing  landscape 

arch i tect .  I  want  to des ign spaces  that  nurture and insp i re , 

and I  want  to br ing  them to l i fe  in  the company and serv ice 

of  pass ionate ,  cur ious ,  and respons ib le  people .

But  “you have to have done someth ing before you can 

be sa id  to have done someth ing .  The t i t le  of  ar t i s t  or 

a rch i tect  or  mus ic ian needs to somehow be earned”.

To th i s  end ,  I  began doing “someth ing”  in  the landscape 

arch i tecture rea lm last  year,  and th i s  port fo l io  i s  intended 

to h igh l ight  the graph ic  sk i l l - set  that  I  have deve loped s ince 

f i rs t  beg inn ing in  UCLA’s  Landscape Arch i tecture program.

The pages  that  fo l low are ak in  to journa l  entr ies  of  my 

learn ings .  Th is  document does not  pretend to be (nor 

should i t  be misconstrued as )  a  case study of  Tonga Park .

Whi le  Santa  Monica’s  famed park  features  heav i ly  in  the 

H
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!

graph ics  that  I  d i sp lay,  my intent  i s  to h igh l ight  my sk i l l 

deve lopment and not  the spec i f ic  des ign of  any one 

part icu la r  space .

I  owe a  s incere thank you to the program’s  inst ructors  that 

have offered the i r  wisdom,  pat ience ,  and expert i se .  I  am 

t remendous ly  gratefu l  for  the foundat iona l  sk i l l s  that  you 

have shared . 

And ,  to a l l  of  my c lassmates ,  thank you .  You prov ide 

incred ib le  insp i rat ion ,  perspect ive ,  and humor which has 

l ightened and enr iched th i s  journey. 

Here for  i t  a l l ,

Ca l  Mi n g i o n e
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FOUNDATIONS FOR A 
GOOD DESIGN

A landscape des ign i s  not  arb i t rar i ly  p lucked “f rom th in  a i r ”.  I t  i s  informed f rom a 

deta i led ,  mean ingfu l ,  and comprehens ive ana lys i s  of  a  s i te  and i t ’s  context .  A proper 

s i te  ana lys i s  wi l l  both s impl i fy  and showcase the var ious  inf luences  on a  s i te ,  c reat ing 

c lear ,  conc ise ,   eas i ly  d igest ib le  graph ics  that  or ient  v iewers  and gu ide the des ign 

process ,  Good des ign i s  obv ious  when good s i te  ana lys i s  precedes i t .
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PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
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TREE CANOPY COVERAGE
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CLEAR & 
EXPRESSIVE

The s i te  p lan i s  a  landscape arch i tect ’s 

pr imary tool  to communicate des ign 

ideas .  The graph ic  sty les  ut i l i zed in  a 

s i te  p lan drawing can vary ing wi ld ly ; 

an  i l lust rat ive s i te  p lan communicates 

what  the bu i l t  space wi l l  fee l  l i ke , 

whi le  techn ica l  p lans  create a  c lear 

and comprehens ive out l ine for  a l l 

pert inent  des ign e lements .  A wel l 

executed s i te  p lan ut i l i zes  h ierarchy 

of  l ine  weights ,  d iverse st rokes  and 

l ine sty les  ( to denote d i f ferences  in 

texture or  mater ia l s ) ,  leg ib le  graph ics , 

and necessary  notes  or  ca l l -outs  to 

convey important  informat ion to the 

v iewer.  S i te  p lans  can be rendered 

with a  var iety  of  tools  (penc i l s ,  pens , 

markers ,  d ig i ta l ,  etc . ) ,  but  regard less 

of  the medium ut i l i zed ,  the s i te  p lan 

should be c lear  and express ive .
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“EVERY LINE CARRIES INFORMATION. AND THEY CAN TELL US MORE THAN 

JUST WHAT’S THERE. THEY TELL US THE ENERGY OF THE PLACE.”

- REBECCA SCHWANER - 
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DEPTH, VOLUME, & 
RELATABILITY

Landscape arch i tects  are  respons ib le  for  some of  the most  emot iona l ly  connected 

spaces  with in  a  community.  As  such ,  an effect ive des ign arsena l  needs to inc lude 

more than just  p lan-v iew graph ics .  Us ing sect ions  and perspect ive drawings  prov ides 

depth ,  showcases  the vo lume of  space ,  and fac i l i tates  a  deeper  understanding of  the 

s i te ,  Good sect ions  and perspect ives  make the space re latab le  by a l lowing a  v iewer  to 

imag ine themse lves  with in  i t . 

15’ 30’10’0’
SCALE: 1” = 15’

5’
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SECTION | TONGVA PARK AMPHITHEATER COLOR RENDER



PERSPECTIVE CONSTRUCTION





“USE YOUR GRAPHICS TO SHOWCASE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF 

THE SPACE. WHAT IS THE STORY YOU WANT TO TELL?” 

- LAURA RAZO - 
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DEVELOPING A GRAPHIC 
SYMBOL LIBRARY

Accord ing to best  se l l ing  author  Aust in  K leon :  “ the human hand i s  incapable  of  mak ing a 

per fect  copy”.  Luck i ly,  nature i s  not  very  good at  i t  e i ther.  Which means  we get  to lean 

into some of  the var iat ion and incons i stency in  our  drawings ,  turn ing imper fect ions 

into st rengths  that  communicate d i f ferences  in  p lant  mater ia l s ,  a  h ierarchy of  ideas ,  or 

persona l i ty  of  a  p lace .
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CALIFORNIA 
SYCAMORE

A ter r i f ic  dec iduous landscape t ree in  the 

nat ive Ca l i forn ia  area ,  thanks  to i t s  white/

gray/tan bark ,  i t s  mult ip le  t runk and 

sp l i t  branch ing pattern ,  and the greens , 

ye l lows ,  and orange co lors  d i sp layed on 

i t s  leafs .

 Quick Facts

• 	 Form:  Columnar  and/or  Rounded

• 	 Mature Height :  20 to 1 15  feet  ta l l

• 	 Mature Width :  50 feet  wide

• 	 Sun Needs :  Fu l l  sun

• 	 Water  Needs :  P refers  moderate moisture , 
with  max imum i r r igat ion of  once per  month 
(dur ing summer months )  once estab l i shed .

• 	 Growth Rate :  Can grow qu ick ly  ( ie ,  30  feet  in 
f ive years )  i f  g iven p lenty of  water

• 	 Cold Tolerance :  Down to 10  degrees  Fahrenheit 

• 	 So i l  P reference :  Var ious  ( ie ,  to lerates  sandy 
and c lay  so i l s  of  vary ing pH leve ls ) .

• 	 Maintenance/Care :  Very easy to care  for, 
espec ia l ly  once estab l i shed .  Makes  a  great 
urban landscape t ree ,  as  roots  genera l ly  grow 
downward

• 	 Nat ive Habitat :  Ca l i forn ia  and Ba ja  Ca l i forn ia , 
espec ia l ly  near  canyons ,  s t reams ,  and 
f loodpla ins

• 	 Supported wi ld l i fe :  Western T iger  Swal lowta i l , 
butter f l ies ,  and hummingbi rds

Plan tanus  racemosa
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PINK TRUMPET 
TREE

A low branch ing ,  winter  dec iduous t ree 

with dark  green leaves  and showy p ink 

f lowers .

 Quick Facts

• 	 Form:  Upr ight ,  rounded,  umbre l la  shape

• 	 Mature Height :  30 feet  ta l l

• 	 Mature Width :  30 feet  wide

• 	 Sun Needs :  Fu l l  sun

• 	 Water  Needs :  Moderate ,  with  deep water ing 
in  spr ing  through fa l l  to susta in  the best 
f lower ing per formance

• 	 Growth Rate :  S low

•	 Cold Tolerance :  Down to 20-25 degrees 
Fahrenheit 

• 	 So i l  P reference :  Var ious ,  but  best  in  loamy or 
c lay  so i l

• 	 Maintenance/Care :  Requi res  stak ing when 
young ,  as  wel l  as  occas iona l  minor  prun ing in 
late  fa l l  and winter

• 	 Nat ive Habitat :  Centra l  and South Amer ica 
( f rom Mexico to Argent ina ) .  P roven to be wel l 
adapted to Southern Ca l i forn ia .

• 	 Supported wi ld l i fe :  Po l l inators ,  as  wel l  as 
some hummingbi rds

• 	 Other  notes :  The p lant  has  been used as 
a  t rad i t iona l  medic ine to t reat  var ious 
d i seases ,  such as  malar ia ,  bacter ia l  and funga l 
infect ions ,  and sk in  a i lments .

Tabebu ia  impet ig inosa
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STRAWBERRY 
TREE

A medium s ized evergreen with a  low 

branch ing and dense canopy,  showy red 

bark ,  and soft  urn  shaped p ink i sh-red 

f lowers  that  present  year- round. 

 Quick Facts

• 	 Form:  Rounded or  umbre l la  shaped

• 	 Mature Height :  20 to 50 feet  ta l l

• 	 Mature Width :  25  to 40 feet  wide

• 	 Sun Needs :  Fu l l  sun

• 	 Water  Needs :  Low water  needs ,  and 
cons idered drought  to lerant  (a l though 
presents  best  with occas iona l  water ing )

• 	 Growth Rate :  S low,  less  than 12  inches  per 
year

• 	 Cold Tolerance :  Down to 15-20 degrees 
Fahrenheit 

• 	 So i l  P reference :  Var ious ,  prefers  wel l  dra in ing 
so i l

• 	 Maintenance/Care :  Easy to care  for,  but 
messy due to the regu lar  dropping of  f lowers 
and shedding of  bark

• 	 Nat ive Habitat :  Southern Europe and the dry 
reg ions  around the Mediter ranean

• 	 Supported wi ld l i fe :  hummingbi rds ,  and var ious 
butter f l ies

Arbutus  mar ina



44



“JUST EMPTY YOUR BRAIN AND DRAW ALL THE SYMBOLS 

YOU CAN THINK OF” 

- REBECCA SCHWANER - 



“COLOR IS A POWER WHICH DIRECTLY INFLUENCES THE SOUL” 

- WASSILY KANDINSKY - 
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THE LITTLE THINGS 
MATTER

Des ign graph ics  should prov ide 

enough deta i l s  to prompt the 

imag inat ion (at  the concept 

deve lopment stage ) ,  communicate 

the mood or  sense of  p lace (at  the 

schemat ic  p lan leve l ) ,  and h igh l ight 

the nuanced deta i l s  of  textures , 

sur faces ,  and f in i shes  (with in  f ina l 

construct ion or  des ign drawings ) , 

We ought  to have a  graph ic  sk i l l -

set  that  i s  capab le  of  ach iev ing th i s 

ob ject ive . 
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“BE BOLD”
- DAVID SQUIRES -
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