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I recognize that the Los Angeles area was originally and is still cared 
for by the Tongva, Tataviam, Serrano, Kizh, and Chumash Peoples. I 

acknowledge the harm caused by settler colonization, including land 
seizure, disease, subjugation, slavery, relocation, broken promises, 
genocide, and multi-generational trauma. This acknowledgment 

demonstrates my responsibility and commitment to truth, healing, and 
reconciliation and to elevating the stories, culture, and community 

of the original inhabitants of this land. I am grateful to have the 
opportunity to live and work on these ancestral lands. 

Based on County of Los Angles and UCLA Land Acknowledgments
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Many streets in Los Angeles do not meet the needs of 
all who use them. They create an unsafe pedestrian 
experience. They lack green space. Most have few 
transit options. My project rethinks a stretch of Sunset 
boulevard in Silver Lake as a pedestrian and community 
focused street, incorporates new public green space at 
Sunset Junction and Sunset Triangle, and demonstrates 
that a safer, greener, and more accessible public realm 
is possible. 

 PROJECT STATEMENT

Figure 2. VIEW OF SUNSET TRIANGLE FROM 1980 



RECLAIMING THE ROAD | Pg. 6 of 100

SITE

 LOCATION MAP
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES & 
USERS

Figure 40. Historical photo of a Los Angeles Bus
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From Top Right Clockwise: Figures  41-44

 GOALS
INCREASE 

PEDESTRIAN AND 
VEHICLE SAFETY

•	 Decrease road-related injures 

and deaths

•	 Increase pedestrian safety 

through infrastructure changes

•	 Increase cyclist safety through 

infrastructure changes

PROTECTED BIKE LANE 

CURB EXTENSIONS

BUS STOP BULB

RAISED CROSSWALKS
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From Top Right Clockwise: Figures  45-48

 GOALS
INCREASE 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
BENEFITS

•	 Improve water quality

•	 Increase groundwater recharge

•	 Enhance wildlife habitat

•	 Increase community resilience

•	 Incentivize use of alternate 

modes of transportation 

STORMWATER PLANTERS PERMEABLE PAVING

NATIVE PLANS BIOSWALES
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 GOALS
IMPROVE

COMMUNITY HEALTH

•	 Encourage walking and biking 

•	 Create new green space for 

community gathering

•	 Educate the public about the 

local environment and local 

history

•	 Decrease social isolation 

EXERCISE OPPORTUNITIES 

GATHERING SPACES CLEANER AIR AND INCREASED SHADE

RECOGNIZE HISTORY

From Top Right Clockwise: Figures  48-51
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 POTENTIAL USERS

SILVER LAKE DEMOGRAPHICS MODES OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRIBUTION FOR SUNSET BLVD IN 

SILVER LAKE

COFFEE SHOP WITH SEATING AREA IN 
SUNSET TRIANGLE

Table 1

Total Traffic Percentage of Traffic

Cars 41,441 86

Trucks 248 1

Buses 445 1

Cyclists 618 1

Pedestrians 5,501 11

Total Traffic

0 12,500 25,000 37,500 50,000

Cars Trucks Buses Cyclists Pedestrians

1

11%

1%

1%

1%

86%

Cars Trucks Buses Cyclists Pedestrians

2RESIDENTS COMMUTERS VISITORS

•	 Silver Lake has a population of 
over 30,000 most of which live 
within a 30 min walk of the site.

•	 The area is also mixed in terms 
of age and income distribution 
with an median age of 38 and 
an median household income 
of $70,436. 

•	 Over 40,000 cars pass through 
Sunset Boulevard every day on 
average.

•	 Sunset is considered a major 
arterial road and many people 
commute through the area.

•	 The street is lined with many 
popular shops and restaurants 
and draws many shoppers to 
the area.

•	 The employees of the 
businesses are other potential 
users.

•	 People who are experiencing 
homelessness  are also users 
of the area and are often 
present.

From Left to Right: Figures  52 & 53

Coffee Shop Photo by Author
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PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

Figure 3. Historical photo of a Bike Accident in Los Angles 
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“From 2016 to 2020, the Los Angeles 
metropolitan area had more pedestrian 
deaths than any other metro area in 
the United States and a pedestrian 
death rate higher than the metropolitan 
areas around New York, Philadelphia 
or Washington.” - Adam Paul Susaneck 
for the New York Times

BIG PICTURE
Los Angeles has some of the highest rates of pedestrian 
and cyclist fatalities and some of the highest air pollution 
rates in the country. Both these statistics continue to 
increase year after year even after the implementation 
of LA’s “Vision Zero” plan. These dangerous trends are 
particularly pronounced in the Silver Lake neighborhood 
of Los Angeles. In fact, more than 10,000 people have 
been killed or injured on Sunset Boulevard between 
Dodger Stadium and Fountain in the last 10 years. In 
addition, the city as a whole has some of the lowest rates 
of access to green space.

Clearly not enough is being done to protect the people 
who use these streets. 

LOS ANGELES SAFETY DATA
•	 2nd highest pedestrian fatality rate in the country
•	 33% higher cyclist fatality rate than national average
•	 5th highest car accident rate in the country 
•	

Figure 4

 PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
•	 5.8% of children in Los Angeles have asthma, 

markedly higher for low-income residents (including 
16% of Black children) - many studies link asthma to 
environmental factors such as air pollution. 

•	 Los Angeles is the most polluted city in the country.
•	 Residents in neighborhoods where more people 

identify as people of color have 66% less park space 
than those in predominantly white neighborhoods.

•	 Half of the Silver Lake neighborhood resides in a high 
population vulnerability zone as defined in the LA 
Parks Needs Report and 33% of residents are in a high 
park needs zone.  

 PROJECT JUSTIFICATION 

high injury network

This map is a user generated static output from an Intranet mapping
site  and  is for reference only.  Data layers that appear on this map
may or may not be accurate,current, or otherwise reliable. 

1 : 3,000 Karen Bass
Mayor

250 125 0 250

Feet  

LOW                   HIGH

LOW                   HIGH

HIGH INJURY STREET

PARK NEEDS

URBAN HEAT 

ISLAND

HIGH INJURY 

NETWORK

Figure 5 (Top), Figure 6 

(Middle) , Figure 7 (Bottom)

Figure 8: Map showing the site resides 

in a high environmental burden zone.
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 SURROUNDING CONTEXT
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 SITE PHOTOS - SUNSET BOULEVARD 
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 HISTORY 

PRE 1500
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES LIVE IN THE 

AREA AS FAR BACK AS 7000 YEARS AGO
POLITICAL HISTORY

CULTURAL HISTORY

SILVER LAKE HISTORY

SPANISH EXPLORERS 
ARRIVE

DISEASE FROM EUROPEANS KILLS 80-90% OF THE 
INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS

LOS ANGELES FOUNDED

19 CHINESE IMMIGRANTS 
KILLED BY MOB IN LOS 

ANGELES’S CHINA TOWN

SPANISH COLONIZATION 
BEGINS

SILVER LAKE RESERVOIR 
CONSTRUCTED

REDCAR LINE BUILT THROUGH 
SILVER LAKE 

UNITED STATES INVADES, 
4 YEARS LATER CA 
BECOMES A STATE

GOLD DISCOVERY 
STARTS POPULATION 

BOOM 

1600

1542

1769

1846

1848
1871

1907
1902

1781

1700

1800

1900

From Top to Bottom: Figures 9 - 17 

(Silver Lake Reservoir by Author)
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 HISTORY
POLITICAL HISTORY

CULTURAL HISTORY

SILVER LAKE HISTORY

SILVER LAKE BECOMES A GATHERING PLACE 
FOR THE LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY

47% OF LOS ANGELES COMMUNITIES 
ARE RACIALLY SEGREGATED BY 

HOUSING POLICY  

LAST REDCAR LINE 
REMOVED FROM TO 

MAKE SPACE FOR CARS

GABRIELINO TRIBE 
RECOGNIZED BE THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

2ND LONGEST 
DROUGHT IN LOS 

ANGELES HISTORY

LONGEST DROUGHT IN LOS 
ANGELES HISTORY

POLICE OFFERS BEAT 
LGBTQ+ PATRONS OF 
THE BLACK CAT BAR

GAY RIGHTS SUPPORTERS 
ORGANIZE ONE OF THE FIRST 

ORGANIZED PUBLIC LGBTQ+ 
PROTESTS IN RESPONSE 

SUNSET TRIANGLE 
TURNED INTO A 

“PEOPLE STREET”

1960

1930

1961

1967

1994
1992

2011
2012

2017

1986

1970

1980

1990

2010 

2020

2000 

1950

BIG PICTURE
Los Angeles has a complex 
and storied history of 
colonization, protest, violence, 
growth, drought, and racial 
segregation that residents and 
city leaders have tried to come 
to terms with for generations. 

From Top to Bottom: Figures 18-24 (Black Cat 

Sign and Sunset Triangle Plaza Sign by Author)





SITE ANALYSIS 

Figure 25. Historical photo of Sunset Junction 
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 LAND USE

LEGEND NOTEWORTHY BUSINESSES
COMMERCIAL BLACK CAT BAR EL CONDOR YEASTIE BOYS FOOD TRUCK

SHAKE SHACK PINE AND CRANE INTELLIGENTSIA COFFEE

SALT AND STRAW 99 CENT STORE CAFE STELLA

33 TAPS LA COLOMBE COFFEE 4100 BARRESTAURANT 

SINGLE FAMILY

RELIGIOUS 

MULTI FAMILY

KEY TAKEAWAY
The site is adjacent to 
mostly commercial but 
surrounded by mostly 
residential areas.
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 CIRCULATION 

LEGEND

MAIN CIRCULATION METERED PARKING

BUS STOP

DRIVE WAY

SECONDARY  
CIRCULATION

UNPROTECTED 
BIKE LANE

TYPE OF 
INTERSECTION

4 WAY STOP4 WAY SIGNAL

KEY TAKEAWAY
The site contains the main 
arterial of the area and 
multiple transportation 
options. 

0’ 200’ 400’



RECLAIMING THE ROAD | Pg. 28 of 100

 PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

LEGEND

SIDE WALK

CROSS WALK

BIKE LANE

DRIVEWAY ON 

SUNSET BLVD.

BUS STOP

KEY TAKEAWAY
The site has bus stops and 
unprotected bike lines but 
is still organized around 
vehicle traffic.
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 SUN AND SHADOWS

LEGEND

LESS SHADE

MORE SHADE

SHADE

TREES

AVERAGE YEARLY SHADOWS 9AM

AVERAGE YEARLY SHADOWS 12PM

AVERAGE YEARLY SHADOWS 4PM
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 EXISTING STREET SECTION

KEY TAKEAWAY
Sunset Boulevard is 
dominated by and 
designed for vehicular 
traffic. 
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 TOPOGRAPHY

KEY TAKEAWAY
The site is relatively flat but 
slopes in one direction and 
serves a large stormwater 
catchment area.

RECLAIM THE ROAD1" = 60' 00 60 120 240
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CITY ENTITIES
There are several different city entities that own or 
manage different parts of the site. 
•	 The LA DPW and the LA DOT both manage parts of 

Sunset Triangle. 
•	 The LA Transportation committee is in charge of 

coming up with a plan to revamp the plaza but it has 
not happened yet

COMMUNITY ENTITIES 
There are multiple community organizations involved in 
the upkeep, maintenance, and futures plans.  
•	 The Silver Lake Improvement Association and the 

city council office for CD13 is in charge of community 
outreach, event promotion, and on-site events

BUSINESSES AND OTHERS
There are dozens of businesses and other organizations 
involved in Silver Lake.
•	 The Silver Lake Chamber of commerce, Silver Lake 

Neighborhood Council, GPB Apts, RYDA properties
•	 Some of the Businesses: Pine & Crane, Coffee Memes, 

United Bread and Bakery, Yummy.com , The Win~Dow, 
El Condor, Bar Moruno, Counter Culture Coffee, 
Schopp House Painting, Causita, Kombu Sushi, and 
the Farmers Market

•	

 SITE JURISDICTIONS 

Figure 26: LADWP Logo

Figure 27: LA Department of Transportation Logo

Figure 28: LA County Seal

Figure 30: Bureau of Street Services 

Logo

Figure 31: Silver Lake Improvement 

Association logo

Figure 29: LA City Seal
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 PARKING
0’ 200’ 400’

METERED PARKING - 65 TOTAL STREET SPACES

SIDE STREET PARKING WITHIN 500’ - 200 SPACES

PUBLIC PARKING LOT - 225 TOTAL SPACES

KEY TAKEAWAY
Street parking on Sunset 
Boulevard only makes up 
15% of current available  
parking. 



RECLAIMING THE ROAD | Pg. 34 of 100



DESIGN METHODOLOGY 

Figure 32. Historical photo of a Silver Lake Street Fair 
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GREEN STREETS
•	 Utilize the City Of Los Angeles “Green Sustainable 

Streets Stormwater Management Guidelines for 
Public Street Construction and Reconstruction” 
which contains guidelines for increasing storm water 
capture on streets

•	 Follow recommendations of the “EPA Green Streets 
Handbook” to improve the ecosystem services 
provided by green streets

 DESIGN METHODOLOGY - STREETS

Permeable paving can be 
used to increase stormwater 
capture while also beautifying 
the city .

Example of an integrated 
bus loading zone and 
protected bike lane, which 
is recommended in the LA 
Vision Zero Toolkit

A combination of a curb 
extension to increase 
pedestrian safety and a water 
infiltration basin to help 
capture stormwater is a multi-
benefit design.

A stormwater infiltration basin 
can be constructed as part 
of a sidewalk planter to both 
increase stormwater capture 
and create a more pleasant 
street.

SAFE STREETS
•	 Utilize the “LA Vision Zero Safety Toolkit” to 

improve pedestrian, cyclist, and vehicle safety with 
improvements such as protected bike lanes, raised 
bus stops, and curb extensions. 

•	 Incorporate the US Department of Transportation 
“Complete Streets: Prioritizing Safety For All Road 
Users” and “Proven Counter Measures for Pedestrian 
Safety” recommendations into the design such as 
road medians, wide sidewalks, and sidewalk seating.

Combine safe street 
principles with green 
street principles for a 
multi-benefit design

From Left to Right: Figures 33-36
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IMPROVE THE COMMUNITY
•	 Follow principles espoused by Jane Jacobs in “The 

Death and Life of Great American Cities”, as well 
as Allan Jacobs “Great Streets” such as promoting 
diverse uses, safety, comfort, diversity, connectivity, 
and proportionality in design.

•	 Utilize principles laid out in “A Pattern Language” by 
Christopher Alexander such as community interaction, 
connection to nature, and adaptability. 

 DESIGN METHODOLOGY - COMMUNITY
EQUITY & INCLUSION
•	 Utilize Universal Design Principles ensuring that the 

widest range of possible users is accounted for
•	 Follow appropriate ADA guidelines 
•	 Follow principles espoused by the Environmental 

Protection Agency Report, “CREATING EQUITABLE, 
HEALTHY, AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES: 
Strategies for Advancing Smart Growth, 
Environmental Justice, and Equitable Development” 
such as providing access to transportation and green 
space, preserving existing cultural resources, and 
building green streets.

It is imperative to offer access 
to as many areas as possible 
to allow the highest diversity 
of users. This ramp, in Tongva 
Park, allows ADA access to 
the overlook points.

Rendering by Allan Jacobs 
showing what a comfortable 
and accessible street should 
look like. It is important to 
provide shade, places to sit, 
and a human sense of scale.

This photo of a historic street 
in Seattle is from a study that 
looked at how Jane Jacobs’s 
ideas worked in the real world. 
They found that areas with 
a diverse use of buildings 
performed better than other 
less diverse areas. 

Events, like this Street Fair 
in Silver Lake in 1980, are 
one of the ways that make 
a community distinct as 
recommended by the 
EPA report on equitable 
communities.

These methodologies 
can work in tandem to 
provide a multi-benefit 

design.

From Left to Right: Figures  37-39

Tongva Park photo by Author





PRECEDENT STUDIES 

Figure 54. Historical photo of the Bondiman Family who resided in Silver Lake
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 PRECEDENT STUDY
LINCOLN AVE ROAD DIET
Lincoln Ave in San Jose, California, is a major north-to-
south thoroughfare with over 20000 vehicles passing 
through each day. In 2015 the city implemented a road 
diet to reduce the number of lanes and study the effect 
on traffic. The test project was met with high public 
involvement for and against the project. The project was 
made permanent after 1 year.
•	 The road diet resulted in a decrease in overall 

volume throughout the area by about 200 cars per 
day. There was no increase on nearby streets.    

•	 The number of speeders going 5mph or more over 
the speed limit dropped by 40%. 

•	 Even though possible traffic volume was decreased 
by 50%, travel time only increased 17% or about half a 
minute.

•	 Cyclist activity increased from 113 to 207 daily users
•	 Pedestrian volume increased 20%.
•	 There was a modest increase in sales tax revenue 

from the businesses on this section of Lincoln Ave in 
the first year the road diet was in effect. 

Figure 55: Map showing location of road diet in San Jose.

Figure 56: Section showing street scape change. 

KEY TAKEAWAY
The Lincoln Ave Road Diet had 
a negligible increase in travel 
time but had a positive impact 
on cyclists and pedestrian use. 
Also, the surrounding streets did 
not have an increase in traffic. 
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LA JOLLA BLVD. ROAD DIET
La Jolla Blvd. in San Diego, California, is a major street 
that was rethought as a part of a road diet in 2005. Travel 
lanes were reduced from 4 to 2 with the installation of 
roundabouts and medians as well. 
•	 The road diet resulted in a small decrease in total 

number of vehicles.
•	 Traffic speeds was reduced from an average of 

45mph to 19mph.
•	 Instead of waiting 24 seconds for a pedestrian to cross 

70 feet of road, motorists now only wait 3–4 seconds
•	 Retails sales rose 30%.
•	 Noise levels decreased by 70%.   
•	 Travel times decreased due to the implementation of 

roundabouts. 
•	 Sometimes trucks have to block travel lanes to make 

deliveries. 

Figure 57: After photo from the median  showing shorter cross walks

Figure 58: Before and After sections of La Jolla Blvd.

KEY TAKEAWAY
The La Jolla Road Diet resulted 
in an increase in safety and a 
decrease in travel time, as well 
as an increase in economic 
benefit. 

 PRECEDENT STUDY
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 PRECEDENT STUDY
HOLMAN POCKET PARK & GREEN 
STREET
Located in Portland, Oregon, this project aimed to create 
a neighborhood bikeway and a stormwater retrofit for a 
pocket park. The project consisted of a new community 
park with community gathering space, new bike lanes, 
a change in traffic flow, and multiple stormwater 
improvements.
•	 The site has a catchment area of 16,100 sqft.
•	 The traffic flow was changed to only allow bikes to 

pass through between the two parallel streets.
•	 The soils have an infiltration rate of 18” per hour.
•	 New native plantings were installed throughout the 

site. 

KEY TAKEAWAY
Holman pocket park 
encompasses both green street 
and safe street principles to 
create a multi benefit design.

Figure 59: In this photo you can see the new bike lane and 

stormwater planters.

Figure 60: Another images of a stormwater planter combined with 

a seatwall.
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 PRECEDENT STUDY
ASU ORANGE MALL GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT
Located in Tempe, Arizona, this project converted an 
asphalt roadway into a pedestrian mall and multi-use 
plaza while also capturing 100% of runoff from a 10-year 
storm. The project achieved the following:
•	 The plaza reduced radiant temperature in shaded 

areas by 22-24° F.
•	 Ambient radiant temperatures in non shaded area 

were reduced by 4° F.
•	 There was an increase of on-site stormwater capture 

and the site was observed managing a 25 year storm 
volume without overtopping. 

•	 Increased opportunities for socializing and 
relaxation and has 400 average daily users. 

•	 Serves as an education opportunity for students at the 
university. 

KEY TAKEAWAY
Converting a street into a 
pedestrian plaza using a 
multi-benefit design created a 
successful multi-benefit space.

Figure 61: This siteplan shows the plaza layout and stormwater planters.

Figure 62: The stormwater planters demonstrated a very high volume for stormwater capture





OPPORTUNITIES AND 
CONSTRAINTS

Figure 63. Historical photo of a Silent Movie being filmed in Silver Lake
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 PROGRAM ELEMENTS 

Clockwise from Top-left: Figure 50-58
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 CONSTRAINTS
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 RECLAIMABLE ROAD
0’ 200’ 400’

KEY TAKEAWAY
The reclaimable road 
space totals 1.75 acres. 
The one business adds an 
additional .5 acres.
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 EXISTING STREET SECTION

KEY TAKEAWAY
Looking at a section view 
there is a total of 36’ LF 
of space that could be 
reclaimed. 

RED = RECLAIMABLE ROAD PER
ROAD DIET GUIDELINES 
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 OPPORTUNITIES 
0’ 200’ 400’

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 

CAPTURE STORMWATER 

VIEWS

CREATE SHADE
VIEWS OF 
DOWNTOWN

VIEWS OF HOLLYWOOD HILLSVIEWS OF OBSERVATORY

NEW PUBLIC SPACE 
REORIENT 
SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD 

REMOVABLE STREETS
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DESIGN PROCESS 

Figure 64. Historical photo of the construction of the Myra Ave Underpass 
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 DESIGN METAPHOR 
THE HISTORICAL CREEK
The area was once home to a seasonal creek that 
can be seen on old surveys. The creek has long 
been paved over and its history lost. The design of 
site will echo that historical creek and return the 
built environment to its natural form once again. 

1866 SURVEY 1928 USGS MAP1893 TRACT MAP

From Left to Right. Figures 65-67

Opposite Page: From Left to Right. Figures  68-72
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 RETURN THE CREEK
POSSIBLE DESIGN EXPRESSIONS
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 CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT 
INITIAL CONCEPT DESIGN 
The design process began by using the opportunities 
and constraints to start thinking about the big picture 
of the site looking at where new park spaces would be, 
what circulation needed to be maintained, and where the 
storm water would go.
•	 Starting with simple bubble diagrams as well as 

space-seeking studies, which can help to define the 
space into more manageable areas, helped to define 
the individual areas of the site.

•	 Three concepts were created that can be seen on the 
following pages.

Space  seeking study of Sunset Triangle showing potential areasBubble Diagram of Sunset Tirangle based on space seeking study 

Simple bubble diagram showing where water is going and potential park areas.
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 CONCEPT DIAGRAM ONE
0’ 200’ 400’
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SEPARATED BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN LANES

VEGETATION BUFFERS BETWEEN TRAFFIC

FORMAL LAYOUT OF PATHS AND BUFFERS

ACCESS INTO PLANTING BUFFERS

RETHOUGHT URBAN PLAZA

STORMWATER INFILTRATION BASIN

Figure 74

Figure 75

Figure 76

Figure 77
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 CONCEPT ONE PERSPECTIVE

PERMEABLE PAVING

PLANTING BUFFER

BIKE LANE WITH BUFFER

NEW PARK 
SPACE

ROAD MEDIAN

BIKE LANE WITH 
BUFFER
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 CONCEPT DIAGRAM TWO
1

2

3

41

1

1
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3

3

4

4

4
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5

6

6

TWO-WAY BIKE LANE

VEGETATION BUFFERS BETWEEN TRAFFIC

NATURALISTIC PLANTING BUFFERS

PARKLETS IN EXPANDED SIDEWALK SPACE

RETHOUGHT URBAN PLAZA

STORM WATER INFILTRATION BASIN

0’ 200’ 400’

Figure 79

Figure 80

Figure 81

Figure 82
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 CONCEPT TWO PERSPECTIVE

PERMEABLE PAVING

STORMWATER PLANTERS

WIDER SIDE WALKS PLANTING BUFFER

NEW PARK 
SPACE

THINNER ROAD

BIKE LANE WITH 
BUFFER
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 CONCEPT DIAGRAM THREE
0’ 200’ 400’
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ELEVATED BIKE LANE

GRADE SEPARATION OF ROAD & PEOPLE

RECONSTRUCT THE HISTORICAL CREEK

WILDLIFE CORRIDORS WITH NATIVE PLANTS

RETHOUGHT URBAN PLAZA

URBAN PARK SPACE

Figure 83

Figure 84

Figure 85

Figure 86
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 CONCEPT THREE PERSPECTIVE

PERMEABLE PAVING

STORMWATER PLANTERS

WIDER SIDE WALKS GRADE SEPARATION OF ROAD

NEW PARK 
SPACE

ELEVATED BIKE 
LANE
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 FINAL DESIGN CONCEPT 

By weaving the “river” 
through the street it will 
evoke the history of the 
historical creek. 

THE BRAIDED STREAM

Figure 73
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 FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

SUNSET JUNCTION

WETLAND

BLOCK 1

RIPARIAN

BLOCK 2

SAGE SCRUB

BLOCK 3

CHAPARRAL 

SUNSET TRIANGLE

OAK WOODLAND

The previous three concepts were distilled into one final concept with 
the braided stream concept incorporated into the design. 
•	 This concept mainly drew from concepts 1 and 2 and aimed to reduce 

the road width and reclaim as much space as possible without 
dramatically reducing traffic volume.

•	 The site has been divided into 5 sections representing historical 
ecological zones in Los Angeles to serves as inspiration for design 
and plant palette. 
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SUNSET JUNCTION CONCEPT
1
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BIKE TURN CUTOUT EXERCISE SPACES

STORMWATER BASIN PLAZA SPACE

ROCKY BIOSWALE BUS STOP

PLAYGROUNDS PERMEABLE PAVING

0’ 60’ 120’

Figure 87

Figure 88

Figure 89

Figure 90
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 TYPICAL BLOCK CONCEPT
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DROP OFF/FOOD TRUCK

ROCKY BIOSWALE

DRIVEWAY
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0’ 60’ 120’

Figure 91

Figure 92

Figure 93

Figure 94
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 SUNSET TRIANGLE CONCEPT
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AMPHITHEATER 

COVERED STAGE

BRIDGE EVENT SPACE

BENCH SEATING EXPLORATION PATH

0’ 60’ 120’

Figure 95

Figure 96

Figure 97

Figure 98





FINAL DESIGN 

Figure 99. Historical photo of the Red Line at Sunset Junction 
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The site plan contains new public 
green space at Sunset Junction and 
Sunset Triangle, infrastructure and 
pedestrian improvements, and a 
myriad of new stormwater planters 
and other natural features.  
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 SITE PLAN CIRCULATION 
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 SITE PLAN RECLAIM THE ROAD1" = 60'SITE PLAN 00 60 120 240

SUNSET JUNCTION

WETLAND

BLOCK 1

RIPARIAN

BLOCK 2

SAGE SCRUB

BLOCK 3

CHAPARRAL 

SUNSET TRIANGLE

OAK WOODLAND

ECOLOGICAL ZONES
•	 Each block has been assigned a ecological zone based the historical 

ecologies present in the area before colonization. These zones will 
inform the plant palette as well as various educational opportunities 
and signage to help provide a sense of place to the site. 

•	 Animals and plants from the ecological zones (listed on the next 
page) will also be represented by ecological murals created by local 
artists.
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 ECOLOGICAL ZONES PLANTS AND ANIMALS
SUNSET JUNCTION

WETLAND

FREMONT COTTONWOOD CALIFORNIA SYCAMORE PRICKLY PAIR CACTUS BIG BERRY MANZANITA COAST LIVE OAK

GREAT BLUE HERON GREY FOX RUFOUS CROWNED SPARROW CALIFORNIA THRASHER RED TAILED HAWK

STEELHEAD TROUT PACIFIC TREE FROG CALIFORNIA WHIPTAIL TOYON ARBOREAL SALAMANDER 

BLOCK 1

RIPARIAN

BLOCK 2

SAGE SCRUB

BLOCK 3

CHAPARRAL 

SUNSET TRIANGLE

OAK WOODLAND

From Left to Right by Row: 

Figures  101-115
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 PLAN ELEMENTS
  PROGRAM OVERVIEW

STORMWATER 
PLANTERS AND OTHER 
STORMWATER CAPTURE 
FEATURES 

NEW PUBLIC AND 
COMMUNITY GATHERING 
SPACES

BUS STOPS AND 
CROSSWALK 
IMPROVEMENTS 

OVER 150 NEW STREET 
TREES
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 SUNSET JUNCTION 
1
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BIKE TURN CUTOUT

EXERCISE SPACES

STORMWATER BASIN

PLAZA SPACE

ROCKY BIOSWALE

BUS STOP

PLAYGROUNDS

PERMEABLE PAVING

0’ 40’ 80’

KEY MAP SUNSET JUNCTION ENLARGEMENT
•	 Sunset Junction contains a rethought intersection that is safer than the existing.
•	 There are new community gathering spaces and exercise opportunities 
•	 New trees provide shade and help to screen the traffic.
•	 A bike turn cutout provides a safe place for cyclists to make a left onto the street.
•	 The intersection also shows how the new street layout merges with the existing 

street layout at the edges of the site. 
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 SUNSET JUNCTION SECTION

SIDEWALK PLANTER PLANTERPLAYGROUNDSANTA MONICA 
BLVD.

STORM-
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KEY MAP
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 SUNSET JUNCTION PERSPECTIVE 
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EXISTING CONDITION - SUNSET JUNCTION

KEY MAPEXISTING CONDITION 
•	 This photo shows how exposed and under-utilized the space is.
•	 It also shows the edge of the existing business, which is an oil change shop that 

will need to removed for the design. 
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 SUNSET JUNCTION PERSPECTIVE 
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 BLOCK 1 ENLARGEMENT 
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STORMWATER
PLANTERS

 STREET SECTION

10’Min 12’ Min 12’

SIDEWALK SIDEWALKSTREET BIKE LANE

10’ 10’ 10’ 8’ Min 8’10’

0’ 10’ 20’

KEY MAP
SUNSET BOULEVARD SECTION
•	 This section shows the new street layout of the site where there is 

still four lanes of traffic but the parking and center turn lane have 
been removed.

•	 This allows ample space for a two way bike lane and natural buffers 
to separate the different modes of traffic.

•	 The sidewalks are minimum 12’ wide but widen and shrink as the 
road curves through the site. 



 Pg. 83 of 100 | RECLAIMING THE ROAD

 EXISTING CONDITIONS - BLOCK 1

KEY MAPEXISTING CONDITION 
•	 This photo shows how exposed to the elements the street is.
•	 It also shows how much space the road takes up in the environment and how it 

feels like the dominating force of the area.
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 BLOCK 1 PERSPECTIVE 
1

1
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TWO WAY BIKE LANE

PERMEABLE PAVING

ECOLOGICAL MURAL

EDUCATIONAL SIGN

ROCKY BIOSWALE

AL FRESCO DINING

KEY MAPBLOCK 1 PERSPECTIVE 
•	 This perspective shows how separated the different modes of travel are with a natural 

buffer between the bike lane and cars and also between the bike lane and pedestrians. 
•	 The new trees will create shade and clean the air.
•	 The ecological murals along with signage will educate the public about local history. 

- For example, The Black Cat is an important place for LGBTQ history that would be 
recognized with the signage. 
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TWO WAY BIKE LANE

PERMEABLE PAVING

ECOLOGICAL MURAL

EDUCATIONAL SIGN

ROCKY BIOSWALE

AL FRESCO DINING

 OTHER STREET FEATURES

DRIVEWAYS
•	 Addressing driveways is an important part of the project 

as they could quickly make the site feel disjointed. 
Luckily, of all the driveways mentioned in the site 
analysis most have other access points. Only 3 require 
access from Sunset Boulevard. 

•	 Ample signage as well as a change in the ground plane 
would signal to cyclists that there is a driveway. 

INTERSECTIONS 
•	 This plan view of the Sunset and Hyperion intersection 

shows the typical layout of the intersections in the site.
•	 There are raised crosswalks on the side streets which 

force cars to slow down and make crossing easier.
•	 The curb bulbs shorten the crosswalks as well to make 

the time it takes to cross shorter.
•	 Across Sunset Boulevard there is an island to allow 

people to wait to cross the bike lane or street until the 
signal allows and also shortens the crossing distance. 

•	 Lastly, planting in the  curb bulbs is low to allow visibility. 
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 SUNSET TRIANGLE
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KEY MAPSUNSET TRIANGLE ENLARGEMENT 
•	 The focus of Sunset Triangle is to be a new community gathering space with a small 

gathering amphitheater and stage, with ample space for farmers markets and other 
events. 

•	 There are also extensive stormwater capture features and new ecological features that 
will improve the natural environment and encourage people to visit. 
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 EXISTING CONDITION - SUNSET TRIANGLE

KEY MAPEXISTING CONDITION 
•	 This photo shows the existing Sunset Triangle plaza. It is a closed off street but is 

under utilized and in need of rethinking.
•	 Its sense of place still evokes the street. 
•	 The perspective on the following page shows the rethought community 

gathering space with a stage and amphitheater. 
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 SUNSET TRIANGLE PERSPECTIVE 
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 PLANT PALETTE AND STREET TREES

STREET TREES
There are a few goals that apply to the street tree selection 
to guide the process with the priority being long term 
survival. Also, the entire site will need irrigation to help 
establish the trees to give them the best chance to thrive.
•	 Goal #1: Plant trees that will thrive in the harsh urban 

environment and are climate adaptive to Los Angeles. 
•	 Goal #2: Select natives wherever possible to provide 

support to the native insects and animals. 
•	 Goal #3: Plant a diverse selection of trees. 
•	 The trees listed above are just a portion of the possible 

selection. 

OTHER PLANTS
The thousands of shrubs and grasses and other plants can 
be selected with the following goals in mind.
•	 Goal #1: Plant climate resilient plants that will do well in 

the harsh urban environment. 
•	 Goal #2: Plant hyper-local natives wherever possible to 

provide support to the native insects and animals. 
•	 Goal #3: Plant species there are part of the ecosystem 

zone assigned to each block wherever possible to 
provide a different sense of place to each block.

•	 The shrubs listed above are just a portion of the possible 
selection.

COAST LIVE OAK CLEAVLAND SAGECALIFORNIA SYCAMORE SCOURING RUSH HORSETAIL

WESTERN REDBUD NARROW LEAF MILKWEEDCALIFORNIA LAUREL DEER GRASS

From Left to Right by Row: 

Figures  117-124



•	 TWO WAY PROTECTED 
BIKE LANE 

•	 OVER 1/4 ACRE OF 
LANDSCAPE BUFFERS

•	 8 RAISED CROSSWALKS
•	 10 SHORTENED 

CROSSWALKS

•	 TWO ROAD SECTIONS 
REMOVED

•	 SMALLER ROAD 
FOOTPRINT 
ENCOURAGES SLOWER 
DRIVING

 OUTCOMES
GOAL: INCREASE PEDESTRIAN AND VEHICLE SAFETY
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•	 OVER 150 NEW STREET 
TREES

•	 THOUSANDS OF NEW 
NATIVE PLANTS

•	 OVER 1/2 ACRE 
OF STORMWATER 
CAPTURE FEATURES 

•	 1/2 ACRE OF 
PERMEABLE PAVING

•	 OVER 50 CURB CUTS 
TO HELP CAPTURE 
STORM WATER

 OUTCOMES
GOAL: INCREASE ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT



•	 150+ NEW STREET TREES 
PROVIDE SHADE, CLEAN THE 
AIR, AND REDUCE NOISE 
POLLUTION 

•	 2 LARGE PUBLIC GATHERING 
SPACES

•	 5 PUBLIC WORKOUT 
STATIONS

•	 5 EDUCATION ZONES

•	 OVER 25 ECOSYSTEM 
MOSAICS

 OUTCOMES
GOAL: IMPROVE COMMUNITY HEALTH
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 OUTCOMES

THE DESIGN ACHIEVES THE GOALS

	 This re-imagining of Sunset Boulevard in Silver Lake achieves the 
goals laid out through a multi-benefit design. By reducing road space 
and creating new green and public space, the streets are safer for all who 
use them. The ecosystem is improved and community space is created 
without a substantial reduction in road capacity. 
	 While this is only five blocks of Sunset it could be a blueprint for 
many of the streets in Los Angeles that are clearly designed only for cars. 
This project is designed to fit into the sense of place in Silver Lake and 
showcase Silver Lake history but the general idea of reclaiming the road 
should be applied wherever possible. 
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my journey over the past six months working on this project and throughout my three 

years of the program. Their support has been invaluable:

Leah Stone, without whom I could not have made it through these last three years.

My parents, for their constant encouragement.

My fellow classmates, whose unwavering support and invaluable advice has been 
indispensable.

Meg Coffee, for her support and guidance during the course of this project.

All the UCLA Extension instructors who have contributed to making this educational 
experience truly worthwhile.
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Figures
Unlabeled photos are by author
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